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MABEL TALBOT PARK AND HENDERSON PARK RESERVES, CAR PARK 
Grievance 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [9.39 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and 
concerns the desecration by the Town of Cambridge of the Mabel Talbot Park and Henderson Park reserves.  I 
recognise at the outset that the minister is limited, but I hope she will be able to support a group of residents in 
my electorate, and some in the electorate of the member for Churchlands, on this issue.  I thank Hon Graham 
Giffard, the member for the North Metropolitan Region, for the letter he sent me on behalf of the minister.  
However, I hope the minister can assist in some way and perhaps she can tell us how.   

I raise and record in Parliament the disastrous decision by the Western Australian Planning Commission and the 
Town of Cambridge to build a car park along the south eastern boundary of Henderson Park oval in Jolimont, 
which is immediately adjacent to the Mabel Talbot Park reserve.  This would involve bituminising under old, 
mature fig trees and would divide a green belt with a large band of bitumen.  The proposed 43-bay car park 
arises because the Town of Cambridge has chosen to develop by subdivision land located on the south east 
corner of the Jersey Street-Salvado Road intersection.  This 19-lot residential subdivision has meant the loss of 
an existing 70-odd bay car park used by members of the Wembley Athletic Club, which is housed on the oval, 
and by visitors to sporting functions at the club.  The loss of the car park on the east side of Jersey Street requires 
the council to provide 93 bays within the immediate vicinity.  The extension of a current small car park under the 
fig trees, which will divide two public reserves, is unacceptable to residents in the electorates of Nedlands and 
Churchlands and to the ratepayers of the Town of Cambridge and the City of Subiaco.  The Mabel Talbot Park 
reserve is within the City of Subiaco municipality and the Henderson Park oval is within the Town of 
Cambridge.   
The Jolimont-Wembley residents are rightly outraged at the Town of Cambridge’s poor planning and lack of 
sensitivity by creating such a divide, which will impact on the sense of continuity between two public reserves.  
The Town of Cambridge provided no official means for public comment.  The plans were developed in response 
to the WA Planning Commission condition of subdivision approval, which was never open for public comment.  
No notice was given to local residents.  Residents became aware of the car park by chance.  The Mabel Talbot 
Park planning committee was not notified by the council.  The car park will have a negative visual impact and is 
being hard fought because of the wildlife such as birds, tortoises and the many ducks and ducklings that move 
back and forth between these two beautiful green areas.  I am not exaggerating when I say that this is one of 
most beautiful vistas in the western suburbs among high-density housing.   
The people of Jolimont-Wembley want the WA Planning Commission to rescind the condition for the car park in 
that location.  They want the council to develop the car park on the old City of Perth nursery site on the western 
side of the oval.  Alongside Henderson Park is another large piece of undeveloped land that is just sitting there.  
The Town of Cambridge wants to develop the old Perth nursery site eventually by subdividing.  Shortly after I 
came out in support of residents, the President of the Wembley Athletic Club rang me and told me - he was quite 
right in my view - that a young girl had been tragically killed because she had run across the road from the 
sporting complex on Salvado Road and that to put the car park off the oval would result in children having to 
cross the road.   

The issue is that we are losing a 70-odd bay car park on one side of the road across from the oval and a 43-bay 
car park will be constructed under the fig trees, dividing these two green reserves.  I had a meeting with the 
Town of Cambridge, and I have been told by representatives of the Wembley Athletic Club that sometimes it has 
up to 1 000 visitors.  The car park still will not accommodate the parents who drop off their children there.  We 
are losing 70-odd car bays across the road and constructing 43 bays, but that still will not make up for the 73 
bays that we will lose.  It seems absolutely inexplicable to me why the Town of Cambridge will not ensure that 
all children are safe by constructing a car park on the old nursery site.  I have looked at the site and I have been 
to all sorts of meetings and I believe that is the answer.  The Town of Cambridge dissembled with residents and 
me over the matter.  It has sought to trivialise this issue by suggesting that the residents are misinforming the 
public and that their motives are generated by emotions.  It is the only green space for Jolimont residents.  It 
seems unbelievable to me that other councils would put, for instance, a car park across Hyde Park in North Perth, 
a car park through Lake Jualbup in Subiaco, and a car park through the Cliff Sadlier Reserve in Daglish.  It 
would not happen anywhere else in Perth.   
I also put on the record my thanks to Fiona Keating, who I think is from the office of the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage.  She was very helpful and put herself out.  This group needs some help from the 
Government to try to arrest what the Town of Cambridge is doing.  Several rallies and meetings have been held 
on this issue, and a special electors meeting will be called in relation to the Town of Cambridge.  I raise this 
matter with the minister and I hope she can bring any influence at all to bear on the WA Planning Commission’s 
decision on this matter.  
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MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.46 am]:  I thank the member 
for the grievance and for notice of it.  I will set out the background to this matter.  In February 2002, amendment 
No 7 to the Town of Cambridge town planning scheme No 1, rezoning land on the corner of Jersey Street and 
Salvado Road, Wembley from commercial to residential, was finalised and published in the Government 
Gazette.  The land in question contained a car park that had been leased to the Activ Foundation, located further 
east within the City of Subiaco.  These 79 car parking bays had provided an informal overflow parking area for 
sporting events held at Henderson Park, located on the opposite side of Jersey Street in the Town of Cambridge.  
In Henderson Park, as the member has said, there are 42 parking bays adjacent to the clubrooms.   
When the town planning scheme amendment was advertised - that is a public process - a number of submissions 
were made by the City of Subiaco and surrounding residents who raised concerns over the loss of the overflow 
parking arising from the use of the land for residential purposes.  The complaints came from the community 
about the loss of parking.  The WA Planning Commission then supported the amendment on the strength of the 
Town of Cambridge undertaking to review and provide additional car parking at Henderson Park from the 
money raised through the subdivision and the sale of the amendment land.  The view of the Town of Cambridge 
was that it had the right to subdivide and develop the land for commercial purposes in any event and that this 
would have equally resulted in the loss of the informal overflow parking arrangements.  For those reasons the 
town’s undertaking for additional parking was considered by the commission to be satisfactory.  Then the 
democratically elected Town of Cambridge submitted an application to subdivide the amendment land into 19 
lots.  It showed the provision of on-street parking in Jersey Street to accommodate visitors to the newly created 
residential lots, and it also showed a parking area in Henderson Park.  The commission approved the subdivision, 
conditional on these additional car parking bays being constructed.  The application of the Town of Cambridge 
came forward with the plans for the development of the additional car park in Henderson Park.  This in turn 
related to an undertaking that the council had made in order to get its town planning scheme amendment through.   

Ms S.E. Walker:  The public had not been consulted when it redid it. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  That may well be the case and I accept that.  That is something that the ratepayers and 
residents should take up with the Town of Cambridge.  The residents took the matter to the Environmental 
Protection Authority, which indicated that it was not to be assessed as “public advice given”.  An appeal was 
lodged over this level of assessment but that appeal was dismissed.  It was considered that that was an 
appropriate level of assessment and that the decision of the level of environmental assessment is not to be taken 
as an indication that the proposal should receive approval or otherwise through the planning process.  The Town 
of Cambridge has made various modifications to the parking proposal on Henderson Park, as a result of the 
environmental and community concerns.  I understand that drainage from the car park would go into Mabel 
Talbot Lake.  The modifications to the parking configuration resulting in the loss of bays could prevent the loss 
of any existing trees, although the local authority has said that it would prefer one tree - a calabrian pine - to be 
removed.  Screening vegetation is to be planted and the proposed mesh fence to be removed because it is not 
considered desirable.  It appears that the Town of Cambridge has taken some note.  I am not endorsing the way 
in which the council went about this.   

The council is eager to complete the subdivisional works but the commission says that it is necessary to provide 
spaces for parking.  The council appears to be unwilling to provide the additional parking on the amendment or 
subdivision land site.  Obviously it wants to maximise its return from the development of that area.  We 
understand that the commission is quite happy to negotiate with the Town of Cambridge about how it might be 
able to achieve a similar outcome with regard to the proper provision of car parking for that site.  I urge the 
council and the residents to take up the matter with the Western Australian Planning Commission.  As the law 
stands, although we have contacted the commission and it has indicated a willingness to review the issues, I have 
no power to intercede in this instance.  I do not have control over subdivision or development application matters 
unless they come to me on appeal.  The Town of Cambridge has not appealed to me with regard to this 
requirement.  It is a complex matter.   
As the member for Nedlands has rightly pointed out, there are a number of different competing interests.  I 
understand that the adjoining residents will be concerned about the impact on their amenity.  I understand also 
that the members of the Wembley athletics club will be concerned about the lack of parking availability.  The 
WA Planning Commission has indicated to the Government that, as always, it is prepared to discuss these 
matters if the residents and the council would like to approach it to see whether an alternative proposal should be 
developed.  The competing needs must be addressed.   
 


